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THE DEERING MURDER.

P, ]

Probst’s Full Confession=A Mearful 3tory
of Crine.
From fhe Pliladelphia Ledger, May 8.

Axtoy Propst has at-last succumbed, He has
made a full and 1ree confession of his crime, detailing
tho circumstances of the murders, and the motivo
that induced him to commit them, Sunday he made
the first approach toward o confession, and then he
admittod to the priest, Rev, Mr. Gunrrer, that he
alone was responsible for the death of the eight per-
gong found dead on the Dearing farm, This was
stated in the presence of tho priest, Mr, PERKINS, and
Dr, Crare, of tho prison, Yesterdav morning the
priest communicated the fact of the confession to the
Mayor. Later in the day, his counsel, Jouy P,
O'NEILL and JoHN A, WOLBERT, visited him, and to
them he made a statement of his connection with the
murder. At 3 o’clock, Chief-Detective FRANELIN and
a8 number of reporters visited the cell of Pronst, for
the purpose of obtaining the confession in full
Propst wag found eittng on his bed on the floor, and
ns My, Fraskrniy cntered he recoguized him and
greeted him familiarly.

There ia little perceptiblo change in his appearance,
hig face still having the flush that was so noticeable
during his attendance at Court, He was in nowise
abashed by the appearance of his visitors, and in re.
spouse to Mr, FRANKLIN'S quiestions gave his apawors
promptly and without hesitation. During the {ime
he was detailing the facts connected with the buteh-
ery e never onco appeared to recognize that he was
telling a story cateulated to curdle the bloed of the
most callouy, but in all his speech he was quiet and
subdued, varving the recital with o smile whenever
anything was sald by himsolf appealing to his asense
of the ridiculous,

Mr. I'nankris introduced the conversation by re-
marking: " So, Propsr, you have concluded, at last,
to tell the whole story of tho murder?”’ *Yes,” said
the prisoner, Q.—You thought over the murder for
some time, didn’t you? A.—Ob, yes, Q.—~You had
geen Mr. DEARING count money? A.—Yces, Q.—You
made up vour mind to kill him? A.—Yes, st the first
chence. Q.—Were you ever in the road, walting for
him? A.—No, Q.—Did you say anything to CAREY

ahout it? A.—No. Q.—Did you say anything
to Carer sbout the money in the house?
A.—No. Q.=Did you have any conversation

at all on thue subject with CArey? A.—No, Q.—
When did you come to thig country? A,~In
1863: I landed at Castlo Garden; came on the ship
Columbus; 1am from Bremen, and am 25 ycars old;
wasg in New-York two hours before I enlisted; I land.
ed on the 9th of May, and went into the Twelfth New-
York Cavalry; stayed in camp five weeks, and then
went to Washington; after that I deserted, and went
to Baltimore, and from there to Philadelphia and to
New-York: next Ienlisted in the Forty-first New-York
Regiment, Tnfantry, and was sent to South Carolina,
and gerved on Folly Island; stayed there nipe months,
and got orders to come to Washinglon; thers I took
my musket and everything and lett. {Smiling.]
Q.—Yon deserted again? A,—Yes; I was stopped,
but I told them I was not a soldier, and was going to
work ; was arrested at Baltimore, and taken to the
Provost-Marshal’s office and kept for hve days; they
asked mo what regiment I belonged to, and I told
them I was not a soldier; they lot me go, and I camne
to Philadelphia, and stopped in Carpenter-sireet below
Broad; stayed there a couple of times, and then went
to Cunis. MooRre's, in Front-strect; he took me to
West Chesier, end I enlisted in the Fifth Pennsylva.
nia Cavalry; was discharged on the 26th of May, 1865,
at Richmond; camo to Fortress Monroo, then to Bal-
timore and to Philadelphia, and went to CHRIS.
Mcone's and got ,my bounty; I spent that money in
about fourteon days, and then wontito New-York;
wont to Groenwich-street; was there in June, 1865,
Q.—Your name {8 registered there on the Gth of
June. What name did you give—your right namo?
A.—Yes, I pupposo so, Q.—Don’t you remem-
ber writing your name? A,—No. Q.—Where
did ygu go then? A~—I went to Hoboken,
to Now-street, and got work; after that 1 cameo to
Philadelphia and went again to CHRIS. MOORE, and
stopped there two or three days; Ilooked for work,
and got it at & sugar factory in §t, John-street, Q.—
Did you give your right name then, or that of JAcoB
GANTER? A.—I gave my right name, Q.—Was it not
at LoverINg's? A.—I don’t know, Q.—Was it near
a church ? A.—=Yes,

er. FRANKLIN—Ye9, your nameis ther e en the

ooks,

Q.—The work was too hot foryou? A.—Yes; I
wag there about eight weeks; left there, and for some
time had & room with another man at Third and
Brown streots; never went to any other sugar factory;
never worked at Grurwspie's; I went to an cinploy-
ment oftice, and they sent me to Maryland to pick
peaches, and I stayed there two weuoks and got sick
with the fever; came back to Philadelphia and went to
the Soldiers’ Home in Christian-strect; stayed thero
fiftcen dayg, and when 1 get well 1 went to Crnis,
. Moore's, and then went toWest Chiestor. Q.—Did you
work in New.Jersey 2 A.—No, Q.—When did you
come back? A.—In November; went to CHRis.
Moorr's and stayed there six or eight days and
got sick. Q.—How did you spend all your money
——your bounty ? A,—{smiling) Drinking beer.
(.—~Any other way—with females? Prossr mcerely
smiled in answor to this queation, and continued: A8
my money was out I thought the Lest thing I couid
do was to go the almshouse; got a ticket at Third and
Brown; lett the almshouse ahout the firat of Decem-
ber; I worked in the kitchen. Q.—I want you to
come to the first time you got to Mr, DEaRING'S.
A.—0b, I forgot that; after I got back from
Maryland I traveled around the country, and
wag sick, and came to Cunis, Moong's, and looked
around for work and came across Mr., DEARING,
Q.—Mr, DearINa didn’t look for you? A.—No,
Q.—What @id he say to you? A.—Igot therein tho
morning, about eight o’clock, and he was not there,
and his woman was alone, and I asked lLer if she
wanted 8 man to work; she told me yes, but her hus-
band was not in, and would bo in tho evening; I
went back to the city, and went down again in the
cvening, about half-past five o'clock, and he (DEAR-
ING) was there, and he said yes, he wanted one, and
he promised me $15 a month; I stayed there about
three weeks; it was three or four days before the
month was up. Q.—How did you come to leave? A,—
1t rained very hard one day, and he sent me out in the
field, and I didn’t want to go, and I said, *You pay
me off and I'll go away,” and he said “allright.,”
Q.—During oll the time you were there you saw him
counting o great deal of money? A.~—Yes; when I
left I got on the cart and rode E}p to the city with
CorNELIUS; then went to CHRIs, MOORE's and atayed
thero three or four days, and then went to the coun.
try, into Weat Chester; came back and went to CHRIE.
Moone's, and stayed there ten or fourteen days; at-
tended his horse and wagon; then went to tho alms.
housoe snd worked in the cook-house until the 14th of
February; gave my right name thero; got a ticket to
leave, and didn’t go back; stayed two days at Curia,
Mooxre's, and one day at LECKFELDT'S, and left a car.
pet-bag there, with a couple of shirts, a pair of pants,
und a pair of boots and a necktie; stayed al his house
one day and then went to Mr, DEARING'S; it was Fri-
day evening, in February, Q.—What did you tell
them? A.,—I told them I had no werk and no money,
b and I wanted some work., Q.—Did you toll them any-
thing about your being to Germany? A,—~Yes, I told
them I had been thero, and I told them 1 had walked
gll the way from New-York., Q.—You made up your
mind, when you wenf back, fo got some ot DEARING'S
money? A.—Yes, Q,—Did you ever go the drove.
yard with DEARING? A.—Yes, Q.—How ofton? A,
—Jour times, Q.—Did you make any acquaintances
there? A.—Ohl I guess so. Q.—Who? A.—Some
mon who wanted me to go to work, Q.~When you
went back you made up your mind to get the money.?
A.~Yes, Q.—How did you plan this thing? A1
planned it a good many times—whenever I got a
chunce, Q.—Did you think of the wmurder? A.-—-
Never thought of that untll the morning before.
Q.~Did you try any way to get this monoy before ?
A.—No.

Mr. PEREINS, who was present—You told mo some-
thing about eight days before the murder, what was
that—-you thought of murdering the man? A.—About
eight dayse before X did think of killing the whole fam.
ily. Q.—What was your first plan? A,—I thought I
would Xill them, a8 I could get the money in that way,
Mr., Penxine—You thought of killing them in the
morning ? A.—Yes, ag they came down stairs, Q.—Did
you have an ax there at any time? Q.—How was it
you did not do it then? A.—My heart failed me, and I
could not do it, Q.—Was DEARING 8lways af home in
the evening? A.—Yes, Q.—How about this morning?
A.—It was dark and raining, and CoRNELIUS and me
went to the meadow; Mr, DEarING had gone to the
city; then X made up my mind to do this, Q—Had
you made up your mind to kill DeariNG whon he
came nome? A,—Yes, Q,—Was the money /in the
house? A,—I didn’tjknew, CorNeLivs and I went to
work about eight o’clock; Mr, DEARrING wentaway be.
fore that, and sald he would be back about one
o’clock; Cankyand me wore at work in the mcadow,
ahoul ono hundred yards from the haystack; wo 0ok
tho horssund cart, Q,—Whal @i you fako to kil

in the stable, and then went back to the houso

him?  A—"The big uxa, to eub roota, Q.~Werp you
ot atder waltue on the bk Av—-Uuder vio |

: e
big treo; he was sitting 8otn under {hat trecand I
stood behind him, and I got the axe; he was talking
about work; I could not do it, and I drew back two or
three times before I could doit, and then I struck him
on tho loft side, Q.~Did ko halloo? A.—Noj; affer
he fell I gavo him two or three more blows, and then I
cut his throat. Q.--DId he bleed much? A.—Yes;
then I put im in tho cart. Q.—Did lie have that
girap around him then? A,--Yes; he had that all the
time. Q.—Was this not in view of Mr, WiLD's house?
A—Yes, Q.—~Were you not afraid of them seeing it?
A.—Oh, I looked over thore first; I took the cartand
hauled him to the hayrick and covered him up, Q.—
Was there blood In the cart? A.—Yeg, but I took
gsome hay and wiped it off. Q.—Whatnext? A.—-I
then went to tho house with the horae and eart; this
was after 10 o’clock; I puta litile wood on tho cart
when I drovo to the house, and I left the cart standing
there, and went over to the stablo and got the other
axe and hammer, and put thom in the corner noar the
door, and-then I came over to the house again. Q.—
Had you any blood ou you then? A,~A little; but 1
took a little hay and wiped it off; when I got to the
house Mrs. DraniNg was at tho ditch with a bucket,
getting water, but I {old Jornny g]tjha oldest boy) to
come to the stable to help me; well, he comes, and I
took him insido the door and got the little axe, and,
ag soon o8 he got in, I knocked him down, and he fell
mside, Q.--Did he halloo? A.—No; after he fell I
gave him one or two more blows, and cut hia throat,
Q.—What did you do with him? A.—Hid him there
with hay, anad took a littlo hay and wiped the blood up,
I then took the axe and put it in its place in the
corner, and then came out and told Mrs. DEARING
thero wag something the matter with the little horse
—that he was loose, and I could not tie him myself,
She came in two or three minutes, .—What did she
any? A.—Nothing; she camo inside tho stablo; I was
ingide, and I hit her on the head, and she fell
into the stable. Q.—DId she ery out? A.—No,
Q. —What did you do with her? A.~Pulled her
in the little barn; I got in first, and pullod her
by the shoulders; then I went to get the other
boy (I'momas). Q.—What did you tell him? A.—~
I told him his mother wanted to see him; he camo
right along: I walked ahead of him, and when ho got
in I knocked him on the head, Q.—Did they cry out?
A.—No. Q.—How many times did you hit him? A —
Well, I hit him one, and aftor that I hit him again;
then I left tho ax in the same place, and went to the
house and took Anyig, and told her her mother
wanted to gee lier; at the same timoe I took the buby
on ry arm, and ANNIE walked alongside of mo to tho
stablo; I put the baby on the floor, on tho hay, and
took ANNIE inside; ANNIE looked around for her
mot}mr. Q.—~Did she ask for her motlier? A-—
(Smiling,) 1 wan too much in g hurry, (Meaning, no
doubt, that he did not give her timo to ask) Q.—
Well, what did you do? A,—I knooked her down and
cut her throat, and then I took tho baby and cut it;
then I took the nx and put it on the heneh under tho
poreh, where it wad always kept; then I went to tho
liouse and took {he horse from the cart and put him

and stayed thero waiting for RIr. DEARING, Q,—
You did not sexych tho houso then? A.—No; Mr,
Draging came about half past oue o'clock; I saw him
coming from the window down stairy, snd saw hlisa
DoraN withhim, Q,—Then you wero worried? A,—
Yes; T went outside and waited until thoy came; when
he stepped out of the wagon I told him that tho steer
was sick in the . table and I wanted him to como and
look atit, Q.—What became of Miss Doran? A.—
She went into tho Louso; then I wene into tho stable
and he came, and 1 took the ax right beliind him and
it him in the middle of the stable and knocked him
down on hig face; used the small ax; when he was
down Iturned hlm over and gave him one or twe moro
hits, and then cu Lis throat,  Q.—Did he make any
noise? A.—No: be raid nothing except wwhen I first
spoke to him ho said tho steer didu’t look so bad in
the morning. Q.—What next? A.~I put a little
hay over him, and 1 camo out and left him
in the same place behind the door; Miss DoLaN called
mo and eaid that the horse could not stand,
and she sajid—¢ AxToN, foko the horse ont,” 1
told her that Mr. Deanine wanted to sce her
over in tha gtable: she camo and she asked e whore
Mrs, DEARING and the children were; I told her they
wero in the stablo: she walked into the stable, and I
took the hammer in my lett henud, about five or six
feet inside the door, and I kit hor once on the head,
and she fell right on his (DraniNg's) face; then 1 took
the little axo and ghopped her neck; then 1 shut the
stable door, and took the watcl and biy pocket-hook
from DEeaRriNg, and I took the little purse {rom Miss
DoraAN; then I took Mr, DEARING sud put him whero
you found him, and then Miss Doray, and t coverod
them with hay; I then catne out and shut the door and
brought the Lorse over to the stable and gave him
plenty of hay, and I gave the game to all tho horses,
ag much ag I could,and then I ghut the door, and went
to the hiouse aud shut the poor and favtened it, and I
looked alt around; I took out the pocict-book to soo
what money 1 had; the big book you found in the
house had $10 in grocnbacks snd two 32 notes, coun-
terfeit, and one §4; that was all the money;then I
looked &t Miss Dorax's purse, and saw noth.
ing but the postege elomps. Q.-Are  you
cerlain of  that? A—Yes; I would not
e now: I loft the wateh and pocket-book on the table,
and went up stairs, and I found a pocket-hook in the
bed where lie slept, 8 §3 note, and 65 cends in change;
found the revolvers; the small oue was loaded; took
the revolvers down and put them under the other
things; then Iwent up steira again aud looked all
through, and conld not find anything; so Itook the
shirts, panis and vest of Mr, DEArING down stairs,
then shaved myself with M. DEARING'S razor, washed
and dressed myself, and put Mr. DeariNe’s elothes
on; then I ate somo Dbread snd butter, and weut uyp
stairs and leoked all around again, but could find
nothing; then I put everything n the carpot-bag and
made ready to go away; when Miss Dorax went in-
side she took off her furs and put them on the bed,
Q.—IHow lato did you stay 7 A,—Until about half-past
gix o'clock, Q.—Did anybody como then? A.—No, I
didn't see any one, Q.—What had you in the houss in
case anyhody came? A.~DNothing, Q—When you
loft, which way did you go? A,.—By the Point Houso
road; T left tho door of the barn open, so that the
cattle could get away.,

Mr. PerkiNs—DBetore you left you gavo the chickens
feed? A.—Yes,

Mr., PraseLiN—What about the waler for the
horses; you forgot that? A,—Yes, Q.—Well, goon?
A.—When I left one of the dogs went with me. Q,—
Did he follow you of his own uccord, or did you coax
him? A.—No. Q.—Didany of the dogs follow you |
around the barn when you were doing all thig? A, —
No, Q.—Iow did you get wp totown? A.-~Icame
up in & Third-street car, and that is the way I got rid
of the dog; I got out of the car at Callowhill-gtreet
and went to Leckrerpt's; I had the valise with me -
and an umbrella, |

Propst then gave his wanderings around Iront. |
gtreet, oxactly .8 the witnesses detailed on the stand |
duaring the trial, Ho then continued: On Thursday
night I went out Market-street, Q.—What for? A,.— |
To go to the country. Q.—What tor? A.—I was go- |
ing through ths whole country, Q.—Why—did you
foel bad? A.—Yes, Q.—Had you scen the news in
the papera? A.—-Yes. Q.—Did you look at the paper
overy day to see? A.—Yca, Q.—When did you seo it
first? A.—On Thursday morning, in the German pa-
perd.  Q.~Did you expect to bo arrested? A.—Yes;
when I passed the three officers at Twenty-third and
Market, I heard them gay, ¢ That is tho man,” [amil.
ing) but 1 walked pretty sharp, I didn’t care whether
they got mo or not; I had uo money ond I didn't foel
right. Q.—Felt sorry for what you Lzd done? A.-—
Yes,

Mr. PERrins—ANTON, you said that after you killed
the first boy you would have gone through with it if
there had been a hundred neu there.  Ai~Yes, that |
{s s0. Q.—They alwaya treated youwell? A.—Ican’t |
gay that, Q.—Defore you camo to thin country, did
you over do anything wrong? A,—No; I have a father
and mother aud a brother and sister Uviug; my father
is a carpenter; I used to work for him, Q.—What
brought you to this country? Did you have any
trouble there? A,—No, Sir.

Mr, PrriiNs—He says he thought this was the best
country,

Propsr—Yes, that is so. |
Q.—\Yhy did you say there was another man in this?
A.—I was afraid, ' |
Mr, PErkins—He £ays he was afraid the mob would

ba too atrong for the Police,

PropsT—"That is it, |

Q.—You are satisfied that you had a fair trial? A,— |
Yes. Q.—What did yout do with tho silver watch? |
A.—I told you that I sold it at S8econd and Poplar, |
Q.—We went thers, but couldn’t find it. A.—I can't
help that; I sold it there and got two dollars for it,
Q.—What olse besides what was found with you did
youget? A.—~Nothing, Q.—When did you take the |
boots off of Mr, /DEaRmG? A,—DBefors I pullsd him |
up to the crib, Q.~Before you killed Miss, Doran? |
A.~Yes, and hid them in tho hay, Q.—Why did you
take them off? A.,~I thought he had somothing in
them., Q.—Money? A.—Yes, Q.—None of theso
people hallooed? A.,~None, Q.—Didn't the little
boy throw up his arm to save himself? A.—No;
Migs, Dolan threw up her hands. Q.~Didn't she
say something—didn’t she say “Ohl”? A.~No,
Q.—Did the baby cry? A.—No, Q—Why did
you kill the baby? A.—Because I was afrald it would
cry and make a noise, Q.—But the baby was cut
more than the others, A.~-Well, I wasin a hurry,
and I didn't look where I cut her, Q.—All the {ime
you were in the army were you over in a fight ? A.—
Yos, on Jamen Island. Q.—You lost your thumb by
your own muysket? A.~Yes, I was dozingon picket
and fell and my thumb was over the muzzle when the
gun wont off,

After a few more remarks, in the course of
which PropsT said he fell relieved sinco his confes. |
sion, the parly left him. During the day he
was visited by & number of Catholic clergymen, and
at the time he was telling his story ho was twirling |
the rosary around his tingers, He reclined partly on
his bed and gave all his answers promptly and with-
out any apparent desire to gloss over any part of the
transaction, .
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